
 

 

 

 

Player Profile – Karen Douek 
 

I discovered bridge just this year and am absolutely passionate about the 

game. My parents played, back in the 1960s, but it was strictly for adults. 

When they hosted games at home we kids would watch from the stairs, 

through a haze of cigarette smoke, and after the guests had left we would stuff 

ourselves with leftover pastries from the snack table, like sambusek (with 

savory cheese), kunafa (with sweet almond), and other dishes from our 

family’s Sephardic Jewish traditions.  

My parents grew up in Egypt and immigrated to Montreal in 1957, where I 

was born two years later. Both spoke French before they arrived, and that is 

my first language, too. From an early age I dreamed of becoming a doctor. I 

started out studying pharmacy and worked briefly in that field in a local 

hospital. At the age of 24 I enrolled in medical school, at the University of 

Toronto. I did a residency in internal medicine in that city, and in 1990 I 

landed a fellowship in nephrology (study of the kidneys) at OHSU. That is 

what initially brought me to Portland, where I met my husband, Elliot. Like me, he has an international 

background: his parents are originally from Iraq and Egypt, he was born in India, and he spent much of his 

childhood in Japan. Unlike me, he worked in business (is now retired), rather than medicine.  

I am so devoted to my career as a nephrologist that for the longest time I planned 

on working until age 70. But when Elliot retired, I got to thinking. I love my 

work, developing relationships with people who struggle with long-term chronic 

illness and doing what I can to make their lives better. But I do not love the 

never-ending paperwork and red tape that take me away from my patients.  

So I decided to move my retirement up a bit. But what would I do instead? I 

needed something with an intellectual challenge and some social engagement, 

too. Biking to work one day this past January, I thought of bridge, the game my 

parents loved, and wondered if it might be for me.  

That very evening I downloaded and began devouring online courses from 

Audrey Grant and Pat Harrington. A couple of months later Elliot found out 

about the classes from Linda and Dave at the Portland Bridge Club (PBC). We 

signed up. He liked it, I more than liked it. Today, we both take lessons and join 

supervised play several times weekly at the PBC, and I also take Saturday 

lessons with Flo Savage at the Ace. 

In addition, Elliot and I play Bridge Base Online (BBO). Every Sunday afternoon, we join my mother, who still 

lives in Montreal (my father is deceased). She partners with me, Elliot partners with a BBO robot, and, through 

speakerphone she gives us running commentary on bidding and play. Very helpful! 

These days, I fit my bridge games into a week that also includes 65+ hours at my job, as well as biking, 

running (with Ziggy, our year-old Goldendoodle), yoga, and as much reading as I can. Elliot and I are also 

raising three children, one now off to college, two still in high school. To squeeze it all in, I typically rise well 

before the sun. When I do retire, I will find time for more sleep, and more biking, but not so much that it gets in 

the way of my bridge.  
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CONTACTS  

Area Clubs 

Ace of Clubs 

Staci Christian 

503-646-8252 

staff@the-ace-of-clubs.com 

Portland Bridge Club 

Dave Brower 

503-252-1318 (Sandy) 

971-232-1318 (South Waterfront) 

staff@portlandbridgeclub.com 

Vancouver Bridge Club 

Rich Carle 

360-737-3772 

vbridgeclub@gmail.com 

Charity/Special/Private-Club Games 

Jan Yocom 

503-265-8668 

janyocom@comcast.net  

Unit 487 

Board President 

Nancy Jonske  

503-753-9395 

NaElJo@aol.com 

OBTY Editor 

Martha Maroney 

503-544-0911 

mmaroney@trimarcom.com 

Tournament Manager 

Alan Johnson 

503-771-3316 

apeace01@comcast.net 

Website 

http://acbld20.org/unit487 

Webmaster 

Bill Hardy 

503-277-3661 

bill@hardysite.com 

District 20 

Website 

www.acbld20.org 

SCHEDULE  

OBTY publishes on the 1st of  

February, April, June, August,  

October, and December. Submissions 

for a given month’s issue are due by  

the 20th of the previous month.

FROM YOUR UNIT BOARD  

The Unit 487 board of directors continues its search for a new venue for our 

sectionals. For the past 12 years, 32 out of 35 Unit 487 sectional 

tournaments have been held in armory locations. Unfortunately, our old standby, 

Kliever Armory, needs a new roof and many other updates, and Camp 

Withycombe is costlier than we would like. If  you have any ideas on a suitable 

venue that is accessible to players in our area, please let us know. We must 

make a decision SOON! 

Once again we will offer bridge classes during the school day for middle-school 

students at Catlin Gabel. The fall session begins Tuesday, Sep. 6, 12:00-1:00 

p.m., and continues on variable weekdays through December. If you can help 

with even one of these classes, let Ginny Kopacz (qkopacz@msn.com) know; 

we would very much appreciate it. We also are talking now with people at the 

MAC about offering an after-school class for kids there, starting in January.  

You heard it here first: The bridge touring company Finesse West is planning 

two visits to the Pacific Northwest next year. Their plans call for them to be in 

Portland in September and in October of 2017. Watch for further details–

including dates and places and how to arrange a game with them–in future 

OBTYs.   

Our next meeting will take place Thursday, August 4, 4:00 p.m., at the Ace of 

Clubs. Everyone is invited, and we welcome your questions and ideas. 

 
MEMBER NEWS 

Amar Chopra has treated fellow players to a number of tasty Indian dishes at 

various potluck events, but he earned extra raves for the mango mousse he 

brought to the Ace of Clubs July 4th game. So many people requested the recipe 

that Amar agreed to share it here (even while insisting it be noted that the recipe 

is not originally his):  

2 packets peach jello  

2 cups warm water  

1 can mango pulp (available at any Indian grocery) 

2¼ cups heavy whipping cream 

Stir the jello into the warm water until fully mixed. Add the mango pulp and 

continue stirring for about a minute. Add the cream and whip the mixture until 

fully aerated. Refrigerate for at least three hours. Serve and enjoy.  

 
COMING EVENTS  

Aug. 8-14: Great Potato Regional, Boise, Idaho  

Aug. 19-21: Vancouver Summer Sectional, Washington School for the Deaf  

Aug. 22-28: Great Western Summer Fun STaC VII, all area clubs 

Sep. 9-11: Portland Fall Sectional, Camp Withycombe Armory, Clackamas 

Sep. 26 – Oct. 2: Oregon Coast Regional, Seaside Convention Center 
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Eugene Sectional 

Jun 3-5, 2016 
 

Friday Afternoon 199er Pairs 

3 Mike & Judy Stoner 

 

Saturday Afternoon Open Pairs 

3 Darrell Graham, Nancy Cole 

 

Sunday Stratified Swiss Teams 

1 Kathy & Mike Hansen, Bill & Sandra Lawrence 

 

Top Local Masterpoint Winners 

18.87 Mike Hansen 5.99 Darrell Graham 

18.87 Kathy Hansen 5.19 Nancy Cole 

11.83 Sandra Lawrence 3.68 Louis Beauchet 

11.83 Bill Lawrence 3.68 Bill Hardy 

 

 

Portland Bridge Club 

Summer NLM Sectional 

June 16-17, 2016 
 

Morning NLM Pairs 

1 Ben Levy, Mark Giovannozzi 

2 Nely Johnson, Margaret Matin 

3 Bruce Backup, Vincent 

Winters 

 

Afternoon NLM Pairs 

1 Elsie Chan, Charles Hulse  

2 Ben Levy, Mark Giovannozzi 

B1 Rachel Alvarez, Ron 

Holbrook 

 

 

Sunday NLM Swiss Teams 

1 Michael Goffe, Michael Pham, 

Andrew Nuxoll, Matt McCloud, 

Donna Winter, Dan Edelstein 

2 Sandra Wilson, Ginny Gainer, 

Willy Suriano, Barbara Ball 

3 Kimberly Dauphin, Deanna 

Birch, Angel Almanza, Kevin 

Marnell 

 

 

Top Local Masterpoint Winners 

5.70 Mark Giovannozzi 2.66 Margaret Matin 

5.70 Ben Levy 2.61 Michael Pham 

3.34 Kevin Marnell 2.61 Michael Goffe 

3.34 Deanna Birch 2.27 Angel Almanza 

3.05 Elsie Chan 2.00 Vincent Winters 

3.05 Charles Hulse 2.00 Bruce Backup 

2.66 Nely Johnson  

 

 

The Longest Day 

June 20, 2016 
 

Ace of Clubs  
Morning Pairs 

1 John & Marie Ashton 

2 Molly Harris, Judy Karush 

3 Betty Apalategui, Cynthia Sinn  

C1 Arlene Matusow, Michael Schultz 

 

Evening Pairs 

1 Stan Sather, Leslie Kelinson 

2 Louise Johns, Laverne Kittilson 

3 Merlin Vilhauer, Toni Heitkamp 

B1 Alan Wickstrom, Philip Mandel 

 

Portland Bridge Club 
Morning Pairs 

1 Dave Brower, Linda Wiener 

2 Mike Eyer, Gene Hval 

3/4 Ed Stark, Miriam Witters 

3/4 Joan Stark, Mary Hovda 

 

Afternoon Pairs 

1 Labe & Mary Ann Walton 

2 Ken & Mary Cornelius 

3 Ed Parker, Marilyn Hill 

 

Newcomer Game 

1 Pete Henningfield, Trish Kirchoff 

2 Jackie Breitbach, Bonnie Gustavson 

 

Vancouver Bridge Club  
Noon Open Pairs 

1 Janie Pearcy, William Mauck 

2 Bill & Sandra Lawrence 

3 Mike Amspacher, Sandee Canton   

 

Evening 299er Pairs 

1 John H. Dove, Sue Freitag 

2 Dan Edelstein, Janet Landesberg   

3 James & Judy Scovil 

 

Ben & Mark 

Nely & Margaret 

Elsie & Charles 
Are you an NLM player aiming for LM? If so, Unit 487 

board president Nancy Jonske provides this handy reminder as 

to where you will collect the black, silver, red, and gold 

masterpoints you need to make that rank: “Black points are 

awarded at club games, silver points at sectional tournaments; 

red points at regionals; and gold points also at regionals, in 

multiple-session events such as Gold Pairs, KO Teams, and 2-

Session Swiss Teams. Join us for the Portland Fall Sectional in 

early September and the Oregon Coast Regional later that 

month to collect your silver, red, and gold.” 
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Salem Summer Sectional 

June 24-26, 2016 
 

Friday Morning Stratified Open Pairs 

1 Hal Montgomery, Ed Freeman 

2 Merlin Vilhauer, Rick Prouser 

3 Dawn Campbell, Jon Bartlett 

C1 Elsie Chan, Mike Amspacher 

 

Friday Afternoon Stratified Open Pairs 

1 Rick Prouser, Merlin Vilhauer 

B1 Connie Marfell, Salena Johnson 

 

Saturday Morning Stratified 299er Pairs 

3 Susan Hornung, E. Arthur 

 

Saturday 2-Session Stratified Open Pairs 

2 John Ashton, Jon Bartlett 

3 Roger McNay, Dan Hoekstra 

C1 Mark Giovannozzi, Kent Livingston 

 

Sunday A/X Swiss Teams 

1 John Ashton, Dennis Metcalf 

2 Dawn Campbell, Jon Bartlett, Robert Johnson, Roger McNay 

3 Dan Hoekstra, Hal Montgomery, Don Lowry, Ed Freeman 

X1 Benson Mitchell 

 

Sunday B/C/D Swiss Teams 

2 Kent Livingston, Barbara Pyles, Elsie Chan, Mike 

Amspacher 

 

Top Local Masterpoint Winners 

23.97 Jon Bartlett 8.88 Oris Mowry 

18.60 John Ashton 8.80 Dennis Metcalf 

15.95 Roger McNay 8.60 Robert Johnson 

15.58 Rick Prouser 7.88 Louis Beauchet 

15.58 Merlin Vilhauer 6.78 Amy Casanova 

15.51 Dawn Campbell 6.72 Don Lowry 

15.03 Ed Freeman 6.33 Kent Livingston 

15.03 Hal Montgomery  5.52 Mike Amspacher 

12.30 Dan Hoekstra 5.52 Elsie Chan 

  8.88 Ric Soohoo 5.25 Benson Mitchell 

 

 
 
The I/N Crowd: ADDING CONVENTIONS by Dick Morris 
From 2002 to 2004, when this newsletter was under the editorship of Jean Johannsen, Dick Morris wrote a popular 

column for intermediate and newer (“I/N”) players known as The I/N Crowd. The advice he offered then is equally 

relevant today, so from time to time OBTY reprints those columns in their near-to-original form. This one originally 

appeared in the October/November 2003 issue of OBTY. 

As a newer player, you probably started your duplicate bridge life with a fairly naked convention card. After taking a few 

classes, you may have added some of the more basic conventions. You’ll want to add more as you gain experience and 

progress toward becoming an intermediate player. 

My first words of advice are GO SLOW. Do not add too many conventions at one time. Remember that adding a 

convention is more than just checking a box on the convention card. It also means understanding the second- and third-

round bids that are needed to fully implement the new convention. 

In addition, consider what bids or conventions you’re giving up when you add a new convention. Very few conventions 

can be added without a tradeoff. For the most obvious example, a strong two-club bid prevents a weak two-club bid. If 

you want to open with a preemptive club bid it has to be done at the three-level or higher. 

My second bit of advice is to obtain a good book that will help you add conventions to your game. A favorite of mine is 

Barbara Seagram’s “25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know.” It was recommended by friends who had used it to 

become good intermediate players. It’s well written, easy to understand, and comes highly recommended by Eddie Kantar, 

an excellent instructional author in his own right.  

Third, I recommend writing down in a notebook as much as you can about any conventions you add, especially describing 

second- and third-round bids that would follow. The main reason for doing this is that when you and your regular partner 

have a disagreement about a bidding sequence (and we’ve all been there), a notebook with your common understanding 

will help adjudicate the discussion. And if you play with different partners, you can refer to the notebook as you describe 

how you play different conventions. 

Finally, don’t get discouraged when you mess up the first or second time you try to use a new convention. We’ve all left 

partner (or been left) in an artificial bid with disastrous results. I personally believe that how well we remember a new 

convention is directly proportional to how badly we botched it the first time we tried using it. Just be patient. Adding 

conventions takes time, but it is an essential step to becoming an intermediate duplicate bridge player. 
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Portland Bridge Club 
staff@portlandbridgeclub.com 

portlandbridgeclub.com 

 
Sandy Location 

8383 NE Sandy Blvd, Suite 300 

Portland, OR 97220 

503.252.1318 

 

Weekly Schedule 
Sun 2 pm Open Dave Brower 

Mon 11 am Open Doug Jansen 

7 pm 0–20 Dave Brower 

Tue 11 am 0–50 & 0–750 Dave Brower 

Wed 11 am Open Michael Walker 

Thu 11 am Open Mary Hovda 

Fri 11 am Open Bill Fry  

7 pm** Mentor/Mentee  Amy Casanova  

*Mini-lesson before game, 6:30 pm.  

 

Mark Your Calendar  
Great Western Summer Fun STaC VII – Mon. Aug. 22 

through Sun. Aug. 28, all games except the 0–20 on Mon. 

night. Silver masterpoints awarded. 

 

Labor Day Potluck & Unit Championship – Mon. Sep. 5. 

Join us at our Sandy location for food, fun, play, and extra 

masterpoints. Linda will cook up something delicious. Bring a 

dish to share or chip in $5. Lunch will start at 11, open and  

49er games to follow. No evening Newcomer game. 

 

NEWS 

Growing Games. Our two new games have taken off! The 

Tuesday 49er game hit a milestone recently with its first seven-

table game. Our Sunday afternoon players love the post-game 

wrap-up over dinner and drinks. Join us for bridge and a social 

gathering any Sunday at 2 pm. 

 

Eat up! Linda’s kitchen is back in business and that means a 

few Friday night dinners cannot be far behind. Join us before 

the Friday night Mentor/Mentee games on Aug. 12 and Sep. 16: 

dinner 6 pm, mini-lesson 6:30 pm, game 7:00 pm. Dinner $5.  
 

Classes and Lessons 
Beginner/NLM. The next three lessons in this Wednesday night 

series, 7–9 pm, are: Aug. 10 (Defensive Signals), Aug. 24 (New 

Minor Forcing), and Sep. 7 (Hand Evaluation). Taught by 

Michael Walker.  

Intermediate/Advanced. The three remaining lessons in this 

Wednesday night series, 7–9 pm, are: Aug. 3 (Matchpoint 

Strategy), Aug. 17 (Balancing), and Aug. 31 (TBD). Taught by 

Dave and Linda.  

Bid, Play, Learn: Beyond the Basics. Continues every 

Thursday, 4:30-6:30 pm, with David Castles.  

All lessons $20, or $15 with a 5-lesson punch card. 

Lessons with Dave Brower. One-on-one, at-the-table; 

contact: privatelesson@portlandbridgeclub.com. 

Special Games and Events 

Sun Aug 7 2 pm NAP Qualifier 

Wed Aug 10 11 am Club Championship 

Fri Aug 12 11 am Birthday Bash & 
Club Championship 

Thu Aug 18 11 am NAP Qualifier 

Fri Aug 19 
CLOSED for Vancouver Sectional 

Sun Aug 21 

Aug 22–28 Great Western Summer Fun STaC 

Tue Aug 30 11 am Club Championship  

Mon Sep 5 11 am Labor Day Potluck & 
Unit Championship 

Sep 9–11 CLOSED for Portland Sectional 

Mon Sep 12 11 am & 
7 pm 

Club Championships 

Fri 
 

Sep 16 
 

11 am Birthday Bash 
Note: 3rd Fri instead of 2nd 

7 pm Club Championship 

Thu Sep 22 11 am Membership Game 

 
South Waterfront Location 
Mirabella, Pennoyer Entrance 

3550 SW Bond St 
Portland, OR 97239 

971.232.1318 

Weekly Schedule 
Mon 1 pm Open Chris Wiegand 

Sat 1 pm Open Chris Wiegand 

Special Games and Events 
Mon Aug 8 1 pm Club Championship 

Sat Aug 20 CLOSED for Vancouver Sectional 

Mon Aug 22 
1 pm 

Great Western  
Summer Fun STaC Sat Aug 27 

Sat Sep 3 1 pm Club Championship 

Mon Sep 5 CLOSED for Labor Day 
(Join us at Sandy for potluck & game) 

Sat Sep 10 CLOSED for Portland Sectional 

Mon Sep 12 CLOSED (room unavailable) 

mailto:privatelesson@portlandbridgeclub.com
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VANCOUVER BRIDGE CLUB 

6503 E. Mill Plain Blvd. 

Vancouver, Washington 98661 
 

SCHEDULE AND EVENTS: August – September 2016  

 

DAY TIME TYPE DIRECTOR 

MONDAY 12:00 PM Open Ian Kirk 

 6:30 PM  0-300 MP Ian Kirk 

TUESDAY 10:30 AM  Open Jan Yocom 

 7:00 PM  Open Ian Kirk 

WEDNESDAY 10:30 AM  Open Garland Wilson 

 6:30 PM* Mentored Lynda Hirst  

THURSDAY 10:30 AM  0-1500 MP Steve Tubbs  

FRIDAY 10:30 AM  Open Jan Yocom 

 7:00 PM  Open  Marie Germuska 

SATURDAY 12:00 PM  0-500 MP Ian Kirk 

*Come 30 minutes early to the Wednesday evening game for a brief lesson. Call or arrive 15 

minutes early to be paired with a mentor or mentee. Mentors (Life Masters) play for free.  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS  
Vancouver Bridge Club Summer Sectional. Fri., Aug. 19 – Sun., Aug. 21. Fri. & Sat., Open and 299er Pairs, 

10:00 AM & 3:00 PM; Sun., 10:00 AM, 2-Session Teams (Open and BCD) & 1-Session Fast Pairs. Washington 

School for the Deaf, 611 Grand Blvd., Vancouver 98661. For more information: steven.tubbs@comcast.net 

Great Western Summer Fun STaC VII. Mon., Aug. 22 – Sun., Aug. 28, all games, all days.  
 

SPECIAL GAMES  
Club Championships. Aug. 6, 12:00 PM; Aug. 8, 12:00 PM; Aug. 17, 6:30 PM; Aug. 30, 7:00 PM. Sep. 12, 6:30 

PM; Sep. 13, 10:30 AM; Sep. 23, 10:30 AM. Grass Roots Fund Games. Aug. 13, 12:00 PM; Aug. 17, 10:30 AM;  

Unit Games. Aug. 7, 1:00 PM (Eight is Enough). Sep. 5, 12:00 PM; Sep. 7, 10:30 AM; Sep. 25, 1:00 PM (Eight is Enough). 

Membership Game. Aug. 9, 7:00 PM. NAP Qualifiers. Aug. 10, 10:30 AM; Aug. 16, 7:00 PM; Aug. 29, 12:00 

PM.  
 

499er GAMES  
0-300 MP Game. Monday nights 6:30 PM. Paced for newer players. 0-20 and 0-500 MP Games. Saturdays 12:00 

PM, preceded by a Q&A on conventions, strategies, and more. Mentored games. Wednesday nights, 6:30 PM. 
 

SUNDAY GAMES  
“EIGHT IS ENOUGH” Swiss Teams. Aug. 7 & Sep. 25, 1:00 PM. Come 30 minutes early for goodies. Please 

RSVP in advance (360-737-3772) with names of team members, whether more are needed, and whether you need a team 

to join.  

“OCCASIONAL SUNDAY” Open Pairs. Aug. 28 & Sep. 4, 1:00 PM. Treats at 12:30 PM.  
 

LESSONS 
Assisted Play. Saturday mornings, 9:30-11:30 AM, $5/person, no partner needed. Introduction to Bridge. For 

beginners. Tuesdays Sep. 6 & 13, 7:00-9:00 PM. Cost: $20. But Wait, There’s More! For advancing beginners. 

Tuesdays, Sep. 20 – Nov. 15, 7:00-9:30 PM. Cost: $95 for all eight weeks (includes textbook) or $15 per lesson 

(those attending on a per-lesson basis need to RSVP in advance.) To RSVP or for more information on all lessons, 

contact instructor Deborah Lackey at 360-216-7484.  
 

CLOSURES 
We are closed Sep. 9-11 for the Portland Fall Sectional, and Sun., Sep. 18 

  

TO LEARN MORE CALL 360-737-3772 OR VISIT: www.acbld20.org/vbc/index.html  

mailto:steven.tubbs@comcast.net
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